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Introduction

This narrative was written by Alden McLellan'Sr. in about . It describes the last

months of his experience during the war. A cover pa is grand-daughter Anna McLellan
Kastler says:
War Record, 1861-1865
Written by my Grandfather Alde
me by my father Wm. H. Mc
Ave.[nue] for him.
This note implies that it covers ear,
(i.e., the “1861-1865" War), not

narrative. The occasion for th

dto Appomattox Court House in Virginia just

a few hours before the start of the 'g al" att Lellan describes, shortly after 5 pm. As he
also describes, however, hostilitie some weeks. In a discussion with his father in
prison weeks later he still believec ongoing, though his father did not, and after this, in

the first days of May, several other prisoners oRjboard his steamboat to Vicksburg were considering
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an overthrow of their guards to escape. The South did not si turn off.ebellion during the

second week in April.

William A.] Pile or is bri orward, and the 73"
Confederate fortificati atis slowed them down,
going. Fortunatel nfederate rifle fire pa
minutes the black tr
Some of the
being capt

plack soldiers. They need not have been worriedi&or Pile's men
exhibited ' i

discipline™ and treated aptives as prisgers of war.!

As he describes his subseque
several times giveg@vidence offthe USCT's professionalism, arison to the lack of
discipline shown b ite guards.
g, narrow strip of sand and grass outh of Mobile Bay, had been a
hadefallen to Farragut in spring of

stationed there at the time included

y diminished by several hurricanes,

! James G. Hollandsworth, Jr., T isi Guards: The Black Military Experience During the
Civil War (Baton Rouge: Louisiana* , :101-02.

® Natasha Trethewey, in "Elegy for the Nati ards,” Southern Spaces, 10 June 2005,
http://www.southernspaces.org/contents/2005/tretfiewey/1b.htm, includes modern images of Ship Island
before and after Katrina next to illustrations of its history, including pictures of the USCT companies which
were stationed there.
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One aspect of the narrative which stands out is the b cracy ane‘ travel involved.

During the months as a prisoner McLellan moves from B re by a march, by boat to

Ship Island, by boat to New Orleans and then by am to Vicksburg, and then by

a march to be paroled; after release he travels by boat New Orleans. Documents are

required at each point.

This Transcription

Rather than an edition, what f

suggest that the d

straight thro
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y. ItWwas at Blakely Alabama

Forty years ago | gave my last services to the C

obile April 9" 1865. {was

on the Apalachie [sic — Appalachee] river about fi miles fr

with the 1% Missouri Brigade® under Capt. A. C. Dann

ork. e Missouri &

d be spared the Hospital Steward "& |

was-en-the-wharf throwing down four planks.

which began in December 1861, and included service
cLellan served in the unit.

ile; Alabama.

gd Missouri units in the Mississippi theatre throughout the
pst his left arm at the Battle of Franklin.

5), also wounded at Franklin, and after the war, from

¥ Col. Elijah Gates (1827-1915) had com
war. He had been captured at least twice, and
* This would be Francis Marion Cockrell (1834-19
1875, a U.S. Senator from Missouri for 30 years.
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The steward took two & | came down to get my plank b low was floating off on
them. By this time the Federals were on the bluffs of th 0 yards off, and were

Is some coffee & crackers.

doned Spanish Fort, which was

obile. (Since, I have learned it was

again started

coast of Mississippi.

® This would be Capt. Edward Durri ing to Arthur Bergeron, Jr., Guide to Louisiana
Confederate Military Units 1861-1865 uge: Louisiana State UP, 1989) 127, 129 he was in
charge of a company in the 23" Louisiana In ater combined into the 22™ Infantry. Several
companies of the 22" participated in the defense of Spanish Fort. Bergeron does not record that he

worked in an artillery battery. Durrive's war record describes him as a "General and Staff Officer."”
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Colﬁjah Gates, the

men were passing a short distance fr
hand and called out to his Captali
guard made a lunge at him with
pressing his hand on his hip.

scraping the sand. The

The rations were good. from Barrels sunk %

from east end of the

® Genera mas was in command of the "bo es," so-called because they were composed largely
of school-age boys.

" Called Clayton's Brigade earlier i
(1833-1893), who had fought in a
wounded. He was apparently i
& This unit is not clear; there was a C0

N Alabama. This would be James Thadeus Holtzclaw
[Pattles including Shiloh in 1862 where he had been badly
bination of several units at Spanish Fort and Blakely.
e 35" Mississippi called "Barry's Guards.”
® Gen. St. John Liddell (1815-1870) was ge of an Arkansas Brigade during the war which had
fought at, among other battles, Chickamauga. “EEid@ell was second in command at Blakely, and had
apparently been in charge of constructing the fortifications (the "work") there.

1% John W. Barclay is recorded as a 1% Lt. and then an Asst. Quartermaster in the 1% Missouri Cavalry.
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wzﬁ)age 6] he used the

ord, commenced

the Captain was telling of something that occurred to hi
word "nigger.” Immediately the guard who was passin
e officer of the guard &
ur tents and laid dow,
pants & a blanket which

before it reach me.

in Bath Houses until the train took us
0 St. Joseph, between Carondelet &

at street for some time until we got
instructions from some officer qua at vicinity where to place us. While here, the
Citizens living nearby kindly bre e, Bread, Cigars, Tobacco, etc. which was largly

marched to the Cotton Press on Press St. &
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District which is now part of Depot of the N.O. & N.E. assed down Royal between

Marigny and Mandeville streets | saw my aunt, Mrs. G ! and others of her
family standing in front of their residence. | stepp i d, to their astonishment, but

ored

ing along, but when the

t of the Boat, Lieutt Guthrit

le in Cabin, except thegpight be e 9, a short page] we arrived at

Y This is the family of George Mer e d his wife, Victoria Depass. The couple had no
" aws. They were still living on Royal in the 1880
ghold of Ann Depass, Victoria's mother, and her family.
iSyand the "Mollie Able™ was a 296 ft. long "sidewheel
tdaves.com/). Richard Britton, mentioned below, does not

12 Capt. Dan Able was apparently fra
wooden hull packet." (see http://www.rive
appear on this index.

® An "O.F. Guthrie," also apparently "O.T.," appears in the 3" Battalion of the Missouri Cavalry, and in
the 1%/3" consolidated regiment of Missouri cavalry.
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Vicksburg. When we was denighed [sic] that privilege b ruﬁred that the Boat was
to be captured by the Prisoners and landed so that we ¢
several of us persuaded Col. Gates and those in fa

taken-abeve-Vicksburg [page 10] unless “we were” ta

Vicksburg May 5™, 1865 and as we passed

f the cap ot to do so untH-we-were

e Vicksburg. We lande

ble said "'l am very proud
am pleased that you are landing."
While standing on Levee at a young Alabama officer was ap

young negros, who told him that t ad been s in his Father's famil

compliment to us, us bei

ration of sugar andiCoffee for gach of us. Quite a number

was known, but r ed the un€onsumed portion badlymi co matches etc. with

ck to Jackson Miss. had not been rebuilt
from Jackson three of us who were used up

wagin, whom we persuaded (much against his

will) to haul us to Jackson. | ear one boot on account of blistered foot. The next

morning | was awoke from my couch in louse square by the passing of mounted men on
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their way to cross the Mississippi river. Amongst them te ﬁine named Charles

Crouch.** When he saw me he called out "Go away dr were published in

Mobile papers as being shot and drowned at Blake off, telling me | had better

get to Maridian soon as our mess were dividing. It ha reed by our mess, that if@nything

happened to any of the mess, his plunder wa d between those left. Hen

[page 12] anxious to get to Maridian, and a a pass to go by the tr, ined

to try my luck so when Lieut. Anders red ~the train™ with a guard and to t had

passes to get out, half the car left. e | held up and old

nmyt
shoved it back & passed on. | to

At Maridian met my brother-i

Alabama,and the 9th Regiment of Missouri
signifies: was this a relationship frog in
atried McLellan's sister Sarah Antoinette.
18 McLellan does not mention hereWhether he Wa8ia veteran, but a Private Samuel Rousseau appears in
the 15™ Regiment of the Louisia , Which was Capt. Charles McLellan's regiment that
had served under Lee in Northern
7 Col. William R. Miles commanded the
Louisiana Infantry.

18 Col. Henry Bertram appears in the 20" Wisconsin Infantry; his unit had fought at Spanish Fort and
Blakely.

egiment, also called Miles' Legion, of the volunteer
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Canal Mo St. Joseph”. Maj. Rich. [page 13] Robinson®® ourﬁrses home. My folks

then lived on St. Mary corner Camp St. As | passed alo up Camp St. several
n stepped inside their doors
rom what | had expegtedglt was

se, but of the absence of

ond Va. June 1/64.

was killed just before the battle of Cold Ha
2! Joseph H. DeGrange worked for the St. Cha RR for much of his career after the war as well; it is
very likely that he and McLellan met there. McLellan's son Alden Jr. married DeGrange's daughter
Helen.





